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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 143 


[Letter One: ] 
[Abstract:] Encloses affidavit... 


The Merchants and Mechanics Bank 
Scranton, Pa. 
December 8, 1886 


Treas. United States 
Dear Sir. 


Enclosed please find for redemption $300 in gold coin which by accident last night was 
mutilated by fire. The facts of the case as state in letter attached the truth of which I can attest. 


Respy. 
J.T. Richards 
Cash. 


[Noted in margins: ] 


$287.74 gold coin 
Shipped by Adams 
Express, 12.29.86 
H.C.H. 


[Noted on back:] 


Treasury of the US. 
December 11, 1886 


Respectfully referred to the Superintendent U.S. Mint at Philadelphia, Pa., to whom the 
gold coin above referred to has bene forwarded this day by registered mail, for returns to 
Merchants and Mechanics Bank Scranton, Pa., a/c Joseph L. Hughes. Bank advised of this 
reference. 


J.W. Whepley 
R Asst. Treas. U.S. 
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[Letter Two:] 

The Merchants and Mechanics Bank 
Scranton, Pa. 

December 8, 1886 

Statement of Joseph L. Hughes for whose acct. the enclose of $300 is sent. 

My wife took the $300 in gold to make a payment on a lot, the party was not at home, 
and for safe keeping during the night, fearing it might be stolen she placed it in the empty stove, 
and this morning without thought built a fire therein the coin that escaped melting was in a small 
tin box, and the $120 melted was in a pocket book which was destroyed. 

These facts are true and correct. 

Joseph L. Hughes 
Sworn & subscribed this 8 day of December 1886 before me a Notary Public. 


Arja Williams 
Notary Public 
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[Letter Three: ] 
[Abstract:] Acknowledges receipt of Letter & $300 mutilated gold coin... 


The Merchants and Mechanics Bank 
Scranton, Pa. 
December 18, 1886 
Supt. U.S. Mint Phila. 
Dear Sir: 
We are receipt of letter from Treas. U.S. under date of Dec. 11 stating that he had 
forwarded to you our letter of Dec. 8th containing affidavit of Jos. L. Hughes and $300 in 


mutilated gold coin. Will you please advise us what disposition you have made of it. 


Respy. Yours 
J.T. Richards 


[Noted in margins: ] 


3375 
16115 


[Noted on back:] 


Returned $287.74 made of Adams Express 12.29.86 
H.C.H. 


